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Simultaneous communication training is an increasingly popular form of communication
training for some communicatively impaired individuals. Many individuals are now using
key word simultaneous communication training with some autistic, cerebral palsied, and
developmentally disabled individuals. While several aspects of simultaneous communication
training have been researched, there is limited research on the effect of the use of
simultaneous communication on the speech patterns of the speaker-signer. The aim of this
study was to investigate whether 50 untrained listeners could identify from an audiotape
when six signers used key word simultaneous communication or used speech only. The
results demonstrated that listeners could accurately identify three signers' key word
simultaneous communication and the spoken-only communication of all the signers who had
been identified as demonstrating normal spoken communication. The major perceived
differences between the use of key word simultaneous communication and spoken-only
communication were differences in speech rate, “emphasis” of key words, and differences in
pausing.



